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2013 TOP TWENTY

Milarie Rude & Cheryl Smith, Chairs

he PWDCA celebrated its third of three “trial run”

Top Twenty events on Tuesday evening, September

10, at the Linn County Fair & Expo Center, in
Albany, Oregon. This occasion commemorated the Top
Twenty breed winners from 2012, and was an “Invitation
Only” affair for the qualifying dogs. Complemented by
music, this fashionable and stylish evening boasted three
judges who independently graded each dog by a written
standard. The audience had an opportunity to participate,
too, by voting for their personal choice. This year, eight
dogs entered the Top Twenty competition and three dogs
entered for Exhibition Only.

Top Twenty Competition for 2013

e Gold GCH Pouch Cove's Lonesome Dove CD GN RA AWD
BROM

e GCH Claircreek Impression De Matisse

e Gold GCH Roseknoll Sunny Benjamin

e GCH Agua Dulce’s Sancho de Braga (absent)
e GCH Spyglass Moojee’s History In The Making
e GCH Vinduoro’s By All Means

e Silver GCH Odyseas Dramatic Effect On Pouch Cove CD
RAE2 BN

e GCH Del Sur's Pepsea Please
The three dogs who came for “Exhibition Only”:

e Silver GCH Fishbay’s Faith Hope And Love, AOM
Winner Top Twenty, 2012

e GCH Odyseas Card Shark,-Winner People’s Choice, 2012

e GCH Spyglass’s Legend Of Bahia
Winner Top Twenty, 2011
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At every show, each venue presents different challenges.
This year, the cavernous hall meant having everything in
one room - ring, grooming and refreshments. A large ring,
decorated with silver and black balloons, allowed excellent
viewing for the audience and adequate area for the dogs

to move. Curtains were drawn between the ring and the
grooming area but an opening was left in the center so that
our ring stewards could bring the dogs and handlers to the
ring in a smooth and elegant manner.

The identities of the Judges were kept secret until the night
of the event. Prior to the start of judging, the outline of the
evening was discussed with the judges, their ring stewards
and members of the Top Twenty committee.

Handler Judge Amy Rutherford is introduced

Patricia Hastings was All-Breed judge,
Shelley Plucker was PWD Breeder
judge and Amy Rutherford was
Handler judge

At 7:30, the overture music started, acting as a signal to the
audience that they should take their seats: the show was
about to begin. The Mistress of Ceremony, Shannon Stagg,
did a wonderful job coordinating the flow of the evening
in her lively and entertaining style. After the welcome, she
introduced the soloist, Linda Adams, from Fisherman Bay
Kennels, who sang “America the Beautiful”

Shannon called for the dogs to come into the ring for the
first group “go around.” One by one, she called each dog
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back into the ring. As each dog came back and proceeded
to its individual “go around,” it was accompanied by music
selected by the owner. Each judge went over the dogs and
graded them according to the standard. After all dogs were
judged, they were brought back into the ring for their final
“go around” and enthusiastic applause from the audience.
At this point, the ballots for “Viewer’s Choice” were also
collected.

Next, previous years’ Top Twenty winners came into the
ring to take a bow and be honored. As they moved individ-
ually around the ring, cach dog, owner(s) and breeder(s)
were announced.

Previous Top Twenty Winners

2011
e GCH Spyglass's Legend Of Bahia, Winner Top Twenty

e GCH Driftwood's Call Me Sexsea AOM AOE CGC,
Winner of People’s Choice Award

2012

e Silver GCH Fishbay’s Faith Hope And Love AOM,
Winner Top Twenty

e GCH Odyseas Card Shark, Co-Winner People’s Choice
Award

e Gold GCH Aviator’s Asta Primadona, Co-Winner People’s
Choice Award

After the previous honorees were accorded the ovation they
deserved, the medallion presentation portion of the evening
began. Each dog entered came back into the ring and was
introduced to the crowd — dog’s name, owner’s and breed-
er’s name were announced and ring stewards placed a 2013
Specialty medallion around each dog’s neck. The procedure
was repeated for the rest of the dogs, including the three
appearing for exhibition only.

By this time, the ballots for the Viewer’s Choice award were
counted and for the second year in a row, there was a tie!
The Viewer’s Choice winners were Gold GCH Pouch
Cove Lonesome Dove, “Gus,” owned by Amy Phelan
and bred by Peggy Helming & Milan Lint, and GCH
Claircreek Impression De Matisse, “Matisse;,” owned by
Milan Lint, Peggy Helming & Donna Gottdenker and
bred by Donna Gottdenker.

Judges’ ballots were tallied after the competition and the
winner announced at the Awards Dinner: GCH Claircreek
Impression De Matisse was named winner of the 2013
PWDCA Top Twenty Competition.

Top Twenty: All-Breed Judge’s Report

It is always such an honor and a pleasure to judge the

Top 20 event at a National Specialty. There just is nothing
better than to have your hands on the ultimate “cream

of the crop.” It was really too bad there was such a small
turnout. | would have loved to have had my hands on 18
or 19 of the top dogs of your breed. Anytime you have a
top-winning dog of the breed, the Top 20 is even that more
important, as many Specials do not try to compete with

it — so no one ever has the opportunity to see these dogs.
If their goal is to make it into the Top 20 instead of the #1
of your breed, then you see many more good dogs across
the country. The current big winning dog is not the stud
for all bitches, so you need to make sure your breeders are

exposed to lots of good ones.

What was there at the PWDCA Top 20 was deep in qual-
ity. Your breed is in pretty good shape overall. Good size,
great temperaments, a very consistent breed. Following
the standard, you have very correct heads and mouths on
the majority of dogs. They are correct in substance, feet,
tails and coat. The breed overall is doing a pretty good job
with front assemblies, which certainly cannot be said about
many breeds, but you do need some help with your rears.
The power of the rear is so important in your breed, and

so necessary to do the job for which they were created.
You have way too many that have the rear assembly under
the dog instead of slightly behind the dog and it is getting
difficult to find many with a good wide thigh. Remember
that the angles act as the power source, so correct angles
of the rear assembly are critical. You can only have as much
muscle as you have surface to attach it to, so thin thighs

are a serious problem when working.

Thank you for having me and keep up the good work your
breeders are doing.
Pat Hastings

We would like to thank the members of the Top Twenty
committee who worked so hard for this splendid evening:
Jim Beach, Kim Beach, Sandy Overton, Cheryl Smith and
Shannon Stagg. In addition, kudos to our ring stewards Lynn
& Mike McCallum who worked with the handlers and man-
aged to bring the dogs into the ring in an effortless manner;
to our ring stewards, Cindy Bersano, Lisa Gallow and Remy
Smith-Lewis for providing their assistance to our judges; and
to our Specialty Volunteer Coordinators, Suzanne Foisie and
Gail Woodworth, and their enthusiastic associates, who did a
yeoman’s job selling catalogs, DVD’s and admission tickets.
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The Judges

We would like to acknowledge Amy Rutherford’s re-
quest that her fees be donated back to the PWD Health
Foundation as it was her “pleasure and honor to be asked
to judge at our Top Twenty.” We gratefully have fulfilled
her request with a check donated for hemangiosarcoma
research.

Our appreciation and thanks go to the owners of these
wonderful dogs for their participation in this exciting and
prestigious event and to everyone who attended. We are so
glad you came and hope you will express your support for
the continuation of the PWDCA Top Twenty in the
future. W

Top Twenty: Breeder Judge Comments

What an honor it was to have been chosen as the breeder
judge for the 2013 PWDCA National Specialty Top Twenty
event. Having attended the event for the last two years, | was
very pleased with the spacious venue that truly showcased
these beautiful dogs.

My only disappointment was the number of the Top Twenty
dogs that were unable to attend compared to years past. The
dogs in attendance were beautiful examples of the breed: they
moved well, had well proportioned heads, nice dark eyes, level
top lines, strong tails and good tail sets. No dog is perfect, and
a concern | have in general is that the breed is losing depth of
chest, necks are becoming too long and rears are becoming
over-angulated.

After looking at the Top Twenty catalog, it was encouraging to
see an increase in the number of dogs that had performance
titles too. We can never forget that our dogs are working
dogs! Other breed clubs also include recognition of the top
dogs in performance venues and it would be great if we
would follow suit! Hopefully this event will continue for years
to come.

Thank you again to the Top Twenty committee for this special
honor. It is a memory | will cherish always! A special thanks to
my husband, Bob, for taking care of five-week-old puppies so
that | could attend the Specialty!

Shelley Plucker
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